THE AFRIoAx\B MECCA the holy city of Kairawan  or Kairouan, is in     Moslem soldier, wished to found, in Africa, a city that would be the

Tunisia and stands in a plain once, covered with gardens and olive and     rallying point for the Mohammedans, he is said to have stuck the butt

orange groves.   It is now barren except for a scrub of sage, though the soil     of his lance in the ground in the middle of what was then a forest, and

is fertile and water is not wanting.    When, in 670, Sidi Okba, a great     said, "Here is your Kairawan" (resting-place), thus-naming it